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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PONTA DELGADA 0171 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : FLA VIOLENCE MARS LOCAL HOLIDAY 

1 . MAY 15 AT ABOUT 1 1 P.M. IN PONTA DELGADA A SCUFFLE BROKE 

OUT BETWEEN ELEMENTS OF FLA AND THE POLICE (PSP) OVER THE RAISING 
OF THE AZOREAN FLAG IN A PUBLIC SQUARE. THE DISTURBANCE MOVED 
TO THE POLICE HEADQUARTERS A FEW BLOCKS AWAY WHERE ONE 
INDIVIDUAL, LONG ASSOCIATED WITH FLA, FIRED A PISTOL WOUNDING 
FOUR POLICEMEN AND ONE AZOREAN IMMIGRANT LIVING IN CANADA. 
SEVERAL OTHERS WERE INJURED BY ROCKS. THE POLICE DISBURSED 
THE CROWD IN FRONT OF THE POLICE HEADQUARTERS WITH TEAR GAS 
AFTER A NUMBER OF WINDOWS HAD BEEN BROKEN. ACCORDING TO POLICE 
SOURCES, TWO POLICEMEN AND THE IMMIGRANT ARE STILL HOSPITALIZED 
AND THE MAN WHO SHOT THEM IN JAIL. THE POLICE BELIEVE ALL THE 
SHOTS WERE FIRED BY THIS ONE MAN WITH A PISTOL. 

2. COMMENT: THIS INCIDENT AROSE OVER THE DISPLAY OF THE AZOREAN 
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FLAG DURING THE MOST IMPORTANT LOCAL HOLIDAY, SANTO CRISTO. 

FOR THIS ESSENTIALLY RELIGIOUS OCCASION, WHICH ATTRACTS HUNDREDS 
OF VISITORS, THE CITY OF PONTA DELGADA IS DECORATED WITH LIGHTS 
AND FLAGS. THIS YEAR THE RED AND GREEN FLAGS OF PORTUGAL WERE 
VERY PROMINENT, AND ACCORDING TO RUMORS, ORDERED BY PORTUGUESE 
AUTHORITIES. MANY THOUGHT THE BLUE AND WHITE OF THE AZOREAN 
FLAG SHOULD ALSO BE DISPLAYED AND THE AZOREAN FLAGS WERE RAISED 
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ALONG SIDE THE PORTUGUESE IN THE MAIN SQUARE AND FLEW THERE 
FOR SEVERAL DAYS. THE NIGHT OF MAY 14, THE ARMY WITH THE HELP OF 
THE POLICE (PSP) REMOVED THE AZOREAN FLAGS FROM THE SQUARE. 

THE FOLLOWING NIGHT (MAY 15) FLA SUPPORTERS WERE ATTEMPTING TO 
REPLACE THE AZOREAN FLAG WHEN POLICE INTERFERENCE LED TO THE 
VIOLENCE. 

3. THE AZOREAN FLAG, WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE 1890'S IS A LEGAL 
FLAG WHICH REPRESENTS AZOREAN AUTONOMY, BUT IS ALSO USED AS A 
SYMBOL OF INDEPENDENCE. A YEAR AND A HALF AGO THERE WAS ANOTHER 
INCIDENT INVOLVING TROOPS REMOVING THE FLAG. SINCE THAT TIME 
THE FLAG HAS FLOWN CONTINUOUSLY IN VARIOUS LOCALES WITHOUT 
CAUSING ANY PROBLEMS. THE ARMY AND POLICE WERE APPARENTLY 
ORDERED TO REMOVE THE FLAGS BECAUSE THEY WERE FLYING IN A 
PUBLIC SQUARE INSTEAD OF ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES, WHO ARE NEW SINCE THE FLAG QUESTION FIRST AROSE, 
SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT FLA WOULD NOT HAVE IGNORED THE REMOVAL 
OF THE FLAGS. MOST AZOREANS ARE PROUD OF THEIR FLAG AND SEE 
NO REASON WHY IT SHOULD NOT BE DISPLAYED. MANY HERE WILL CONDEMN 
THE ARMY AND POLICE FOR REMOVING THE FLAGS BUT THEY WILL ALSO 
CONDEMN THE SHOOTINGS AND THE VIOLENCE. THERE IS NO REASON 
TO BELIEVE THERE WAS ANYTHING MORE BEHIND THE INCIDENT THAN THE 
FLAG QUESTION. 
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